Double Drop-Down Validation in Excel 


Page 1 of 1 



Double Drop-Down Validation in Excel 

June 8, 2004 

By Neil J. Rubenkinq 

Is there a way to make the drop-down list that appears for cell validation conditional on the value in 
another cell? Suppose one cell contains a drop-down list containing categories like Cabinets, 
Appliances, and Flooring. I want another cell to show a drop-down list of various cabinets when 
Cabinets is selected, of appliances when Appliances is selected, and so on. 


If your spreadsheet doesn't already have them, create a separate list of each type of product. Highlight each 
list in turn and choose Insert | Name | Define from the menu, using the category name as the name for this 
range. For our simple example, we'll put the three categories in the first three columns of a worksheet, with the 
category names at top. Then select the row of category names and use Insert | Name | Define to name that 
range Categories. 

Let's suppose the user will choose a category in cell E2 and a product in cell F2. Click in E2 and select 
Validation from the Data menu. Select List from the drop-down titled Allow and enter =Categories in the 
Source box, then click OK. This establishes a simple list-based validation rule the user can enter only values 
found in the Categories range, and those values appear in a drop-down list. 

Now click in cell F2, select Data | Validation, and choose List from the Allow drop-down, as before. This time in 
the Source box enter =INDIRECT(E2). This selects the range named by the contents of cell E2. If E2 contains 
"Cabinets," the list of cabinets will be presented in F2, and so on. When the user selects a different category in 
E2, the list in F2 changes. It is still possible to get a mismatch if the user chooses a product and then changes 
the category. 
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